Perspective: tumour spread--the problems of latency.
Tumour latency, or dormancy, is a well-recognized clinical phenomenon and induction or maintenance of this state would appear to offer a novel therapeutic approach to limiting the effects of neoplastic disease. Current interest has focused on the role that neovascularization plays in this process and the consequences of shifts in the balance between angiogenic and anti-angiogenic peptides. Targeting tumour vasculature by the administration or induction of such anti-angiogenic peptides is close to clinical evaluation.